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A capacity crowd gathered to celebrate 

at the Greater Fort Erie Chamber of 

Commerceôs 4th Annual International 

Womenôs Day Luncheon held March 6 at 

Bridgewater Golf & Country Club,. The 

afternoon was filled with dining, network-

ing, shopping, and inspired talk by guest 

lecturer Lynn Ogryzlo, author, sommelier, 

and founder of Niagara Culinary Trail. 
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Thoroughbreds will be at the post starting May 2, 2009  open-

ing another season of live racing at Fort Erie Racetrack.. 

All bets are on! Fort Erieôs 

historic thoroughbred race-

track will open for live rac-

ing beginning May 2 as an-

nounced at a March 12 

press conference held by 

the Fort Erie Economic De-

velopment and Tourism 

Corporation (EDTC). Jim 

Thibert, general manager of 

the EDTC explained that 

Nordic Gaming accepted 

their letter of intent to pur-

chase the racetrack along 

with a $2.25-million non-

refundable down payment 

comprised from $500,000 

from the Horsemenôs Be-

nevolent and Protective 

Association, $250,000 from 

the Town and $1.5-million 

from the EDTCôs Communi-

ties in Transition funding. 

Next moves for the newly 

formed not-for-profit ñFort 

Erie Racing Thoroughbred 

Consortium Groupò include 

developing a business fea-

sibility analysis and financ-

ing plan within 90 days. 

Thibert encourages public 

input and idea sharing 

throughout the process.  

More than 200 employees 

will return to the track for 78 

days of live racing this sea-

son. 

Dates to Remember:  

Friday, April 10 -Good Friday  

Thursday, April 16 ðAGM 



we encourage you to stay proactive 

in promoting your business, ad-

vancing key learning opportunities 

and taking full advantage of Cham-

ber-provided networking such as 

the April 16 Annual General Meet-

ing, the April 17 State of the South-

ern Tier of Niagara Region with Pe-

ter Partington, Regional Chairman, 

and the April 23 Niagara Networks 

Tradeshow.  

     It is only through commitment, 

participation, and investment in your 

business and personal development 

that we can rise to the challenges 

and emerge victorious. 

A Message from the Chamber President 

     The good news is that spring has 

arrived with a new-found optimism for 

our community. Due to the hard work 

and diligence of manyð but espe-

cially Jim Thibertôs team at the Eco-

nomic Development & Tourism Cor-

poration, live racing will resume at 

Fort Erie Race Track in May, relieving 

unprecedented uncertainty to the hun-

dreds of people whose job depends 

on keeping this historic landmark op-

erational.  

     The less positive news is the econ-

omy has not shown any promise of 

significant recovery in the yearôs first 

quarter.  As your Voice of Business, 

Niagara Networks Tradeshow on April 23  
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     Businesses and organizations in-

terested in promoting themselves, 

making new connections, exchanging 

ideas, and having fun while meeting 

new people would be well advised to 

attend this yearôs  Chamber-

sponsored  ñNIAGARA NETWORKSò 

tradeshow on Thursday, April 23 from 

4-8 pm at the Niagara Fallsview Ca-

sino Resort.  

     Tickets to the event are $10 plus 

GST for members ($15 for non-

members) and include parking. They 

can be purchased through the 

Greater Fort Erie Chamber office. 

     Exhibitor booths, starting at $145, 

are available to those interested in 

promoting their services at the trade-

show which is well attended by a 

large regional audience. 

     Niagara Networks is a partnership  

Chambers of Commerce event with 

participation from Fort Erie, Grimsby, 

Niagara Falls, Niagara-on-the-Lake 

and Welland. Call 905-871-3803 for 

more information. 

Kim Zanko,  

P. Mines  

Customs Services 

 Regional Address  

Luncheon on April 17  

     You are invited to attend an infor-
mative luncheon as Niagara Re-
gional Chair Peter Partington offers a 
ñState of the Southern Tier of Ni-
agara Regionò  on Friday, April 17, 
2009. 
 
     Held in partnership with the Fort 
Erie, Welland/Pelham and Port Col-
borne Chambers of Commerce, the 
event will be held at Sparrow Lakes 
Golf Club, 105 Pelham Road, Wel-
land. Registration is at 11:30 a.m. 
and lunch is served at noon.  
 
     Space is limited and advance reg-
istration is required. Tickets are $20 
for members ($25 for non-members). 
RSVP by phone:  905-732-7515, 
Fax: 905-732-7175 or by e-mail  
chamber@iaw.on.ca.   
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