
It was a full house at the 

Holiday Inn Fort Erie on 

Tuesday, December 15 

as more than 50 people  

learned about the Har-

monization tax and how it 

will impact their business. 

Guest speakers Theresa 

Beninger and Brenda 

Keiwan, of Durward 

Jones Barkwell and Com-

pany, provided a con-

densed overview of the 

new tax legislation point-

ing out both its benefits 

and negative impacts, 

processes and proce-

dures for preparing for 

HST systems implemen-

tation considerations. 

For more information call 

Durward Jones Barkwell 

& Company at 905-871-

3565. To view their HST 

webcast presentation, go 

to their site at http://

HST Breakfast seminar 

Chamber News  

December 2009ðJanuary 2010 Edition  
Prepared by Karen Audet, Operations Manager 

ñThe Voice of Businessò 

Photo by Karen Audet 

NEW MOVIE THEATRE OPENS IN  RIDGEWAY  

Heather Bauer, owner of The Boutique Movie Theatre, 320 

Ridge Rd., invites the public to her newly opened and independ-

ently-owned cinema which boasts two 40-seat theatres with 

extra large reclining chairs. Check out movie roster, times and 

all the details  online at www.boutiquemovies.com. 

DJB Experts Educate About Harmonization Tax 

www.djb.com/services/

taxation.html and click on 

the webcast link. 

DJBôs Brenda Keiwan Audience listens intently to seminar speakers         DJBôs Theresa Beninger 

HST SEMINAR DRAWS LARGE CROWD FOR CHAMBER & DURWARD JONES PRESENTATION  

More than 50 business owners and individuals gathered at an informative breakfast seminar to 
learn how the HST will impact the economy and business operations when implemented July 1/10. 

 

CHAMBER NOTICE:  

 

Please be advised that  

Gina Ramkissoon has  

resigned as a Director  

from the Greater Fort Erie  

Chamber of Commerce. 

 

We wish her the best in her 

future endeavors and thank 

her for the past five years of 

service to our Board and the 

business community. 

 

Director Stephen Passero  

will assume the role of  

Vice President for the  

remainder of the term. 

OLYMPIC TORCH RELAY  

Coming to Fort Erie  

Monday, Dec. 21  

Show your community spirit 

and welcome the torch to 

town! For full details go to: 

http://www.forterie.on.ca 

Festivities start at  

8 a.m. on Jarvis Street. 



Recently I was asked: ñIf you could 

have one wish what would it be?ò  

Without much hesitation, my philan-

thropic response was ñworldwide 

peaceò.  

On deeper reflection, it occurred to 

me that worldwide peace can ever 

only be truly achieved when we 

each cultivate caring and forgiving 

attitudes that make us more toler-

ant, rational, and kind individuals. I 

admit this is a high order to fill. Our 

stress-filled lives place harmony 

and ógood will toward allô remotely 

at bay as we strive to accomplish 

balance in our personal lives. We 

are quick to react, quick to accuse, 

quick to say no to change, quick to 

anger, and quick to place our own 

priorities at the top of our ñto doò 

lists.  

The holiday season is as good a 

time as any to take a personal in-

ventory of our lives, count our 

blessings, and try to improve our-

selves as well as the overall human 

condition. 

The old adage that ñcharity begins 

at homeò has far-reaching implica-

tions. There are many in our com-

munity who could benefit greatly by 

random acts of kindness and be-

nevolence. Modern science and 

ancient wisdom agree: Thoughts 

and actions have the power to hurt 

and to heal. If we begin to harness 

the intensity of a compassionate 

spirit, then in the immortal words of 

John Lennon we can begin to:  

ñImagineéall the people  

living for today...living life in peace... 

and sharing all the world.ò 
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Ridgeway Legion Celebrates Remembrance Day Service  

Kimberly Zanko,  

P. Mines Customs Services Ltd 

Message from the Chamber President 

Photo submitted by Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 230 Ridgeway 

REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE WELL ATTENDED AT LEGION  

Many residents, students, churches, and local dignitaries participated in  the  

Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 230 celebration on Sunday, Nov. 8 and the 

Cenotaph service the following Wednesday, complete with musical presenta-

tions, bag piping by Chris Lejeune, and wreath-laying ceremony. Pictured 

are Sunday schools students from Ridgeway Community Church with Com-

rade Lesley Goodison during the laying of the wreath. President Barbara 

Hopkins was overwhelmed with the amount of interest and participation of 

local residents this year. 

Holiday Happiness to all! 

Kimberly  
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