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Community Issues Discussed by Mayors

Mayors of five munici-

event hosted by Wel-

Feb. 5 at Club Rhien-

palities addressed the land, Port Colborne, gold, Port Colborne. %W
top issues facing the Wainfleet, Pelham and The mavors luncheon !
southern tier of the re- Fort Erie Chamber of I?/ ttended
gion at a joint Chamber Commerce on Thursday, was well atlended as
more 200 interested
citizens and chamber
members listened to
Mayors Doug Martin,
Damian Goulbourne, Inside this issue:

% Dave Augustyn, Vance
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Speaking t o
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SOUTHERN TIER MAYORS LUNCHEON and wellness, health
Mayors from Fort Erie, Wainfleet, Port Colborne, Pelham care, recreation, sus- Events Listings 9
and Welland broached the top issues facing South Niagara tainability, heritage, and
at a Chamber-sponsored luncheon held on Feb. 5. mar keting )
southern tier of Niagara. AGM Details 10

Ensure Business Listing is Directory-ready!

Work has begun on the
Chamber 0s
ship
Guide, expected to be pub-
lished this spring.

All members are urged to
review their membership
listing on our website to
ensure the business infor-
mation is accurate. This will
be the database source of
the directory. Be sure to

report any corrections or

2 0 0 ‘updates immediately to the
Director

Chamber office!

The 2009 Membership &
Buyerd6s Guide
matted this year, making it
more convenient to use and
easier to read. It will again
be delivered to all house-
holds in Greater Fort Erie.

As part of our membership

benefits, business directory
listings are published free
of charge. However, addi-
tional advertising space is
available
members who wish to pro-
mote their business in a
competitively-priced adver-
tisement. For advertising
rates and deadlines, con-
tact Karen at the Greater
Fort Erie Chamber office
905-871-3803.
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il A Message From the Chamber Presid

CHAMBER

fcommerce AS the days grow longer

and the temperatures
slowly tease us into spring, we can
soon look forward to leaving winter
behind. Of course, that budding of
a new season will bring with it the
hectic and furious pace as individu-
als, business owners, and parents
try to juggle an even busier sched-
ule to accommodate personal, cli-
entds and family

While we at the Chamber like to
encourage our me
tion at all of our functions, we un-
derstand that time is a precious
commodity and sometimes previ-
ous commitments prevent you from
attending various get-togethers.

But i f
missed as we kick-start into spring,

BUSINESS IS ABOUT CHOICE.

thereods or

it is the
General Meeting on Thursday,
April 16 at the Buffalo Canoe Club.
Webdre thrilled
portunity to hear from keynote
speaker Gerry Visca, president of
Redchair Branding. Known as an
insightful motivational speaker and
expert in self-branding, Gerry has
received rave reviews from interna-
tional audiences as he offers up an
energetic and credible talk filled
with fresh content and advice about
the power of branding, marketing
and creativity to help entrepreneurs
carve a niche for their businesses
and personal lives.

The evening also includes a deli-
cious dinner, introduction of the
Chamber 6s 20009

Why doesn’t your broker offer

Chamber 6s

to

of f

Kim Zanko

tors, business promotion table,
door prizes, and networking oppor-
tunities not to be missed!

| 6d I i ke to r emi
Voice of Busi ness
on your behalf if

point of view. So please fill out and
fax back the Membership Survey
(available on our website in the
NEWS tab: Chamber Needs Mem-

b ber Input) to assist us in our quest
'to better serve you.

Therapeutic Drumming
Class Has Room for More

op-

STATE FARM??

A broker can't match the personal service of a State Farm agent,
and we offer competitive rates on the types of insurance your
husiness needs, Talk to me today.
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Do you know a child aged
five to 12 years who has
cancer or who has a parent
who has cancer?

Wellspring Niagara plans to
of fer a free
ming programd an excel-
lent therapeutic tool that
can help kids express and
cope with their emotions.

The children will enjoy
creative expression, some
fun and exercise. Drums
are provided. No previous
drumming experience is
necessary, just an open
heart and mind.

Wellspring Niagara is com-
mitted to offering the pro-
gram but needs to fill the
few vacancies left prior to
setting firm dates.

If you are interested, know

someone who might be in-
terested, require additional
information, or would like to

\%

WELLSPRING

\

Niagara
A Lifeline to Cancer Support
register a child for this pro-
gram, please con-

tact: Wellspring Niagara at
905-684-7619.

Chamber News



2009 Chamber Bursary Applications Available

In keeping with its mandate to
provide business opportunity
and representation in the area
of education, The Greater Fort
Erie Chamber of Commerce is
offering money to local Grade
12 students who plan to attend
college or university this fall.

Four bursary awards of $500
each are up for grabs to local
students who wish to pursue a
post-secondary education but
require financial assistance to
meet their education costs. Stu-
dents are asked to fill out an
application form and submit
documentation to verify their
financial need.

Aln support of
ment of The Greater Fort Erie
Chamber of Commerce, we pro-

vide financial opportunity to the
education of our youth and

hope that the recipients of our
bursaries are great ambassa-
dors of continuing each individ-

ual 6s civil and
bilities. We wish them every
success i n t he

Chamber President Kim Zanko,
explained.

Applicants must be a resident
of the Greater Fort Erie area

BDC Receives Job Funding

The Business Development Cen-
tre of Greater Fort Erie was given

Finally...

Something to Smile About!

Have you heard about the new
Tax Free Savings Accounts?
These new accounts allow you fo

eam investment income TAX FREE,

WE SHOULD TALK, GIVE US A CALL.

CREDIT
FORT-ERIE won
Feaple Helping Prople

1204 Gamisan Road
BO8-33d-1201

201 Jarvis Srest
9058711552

job funding through the govern-
ment-sponsored Job Creation
Partnership Program.

The funding allows the Jarvis
Street centre to hire two market
research development officers for
one year contract to research and
develop a Market Guide for
Greater Fort Erie.

Applicants must meet the eligibil-
ity requirements of being currently
unemployed and have estab-
lished an Unemployment Insur-
ance claim, or whose El benefit
period ended within the past three
years, or who established and
was paid a claim for E.l. maternity
or parental benefits within the
past five years and re-entering
the workforce. The deadline for
resumes in March 13. For more
information <contact-
fterebdc@niagara.com.

and attending a local high
school within the Niagara re-
gion. All information collected
will be kept in the strictest confi-
dence and viewed only by the
Greater Fort Erie Chamber of
Commerce bursary selection
committee.

Application forms can be
picked up at the Chamber of-
fice, 660 Garrison Road, Unit 1,
or can be downloaded from the
Chamber 6s webs
www.greaterforteriechamber.co
m (under NEWS). Deadline for
submitting the application is no
later than 5:00 p.m. on April 3rd,
2009. Award recipients will be
announced in June.
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Show Focuses on Curves Promoting Local Food Drive

Brides-to-Be During the month of March, weight and their wallets by join-
Curves of Fort Erie will par- ing Curves for free, while also

The crowds were | artggate fShe NithashRubl @nélsing feed hungry people in
brides-to-be descended upon the 10th Curves Food Drive to bene- t h e community.

semi-annual Bridal Show held Febru- fit local food banks. Collec- "The Curves Food Drive is al-
ary 15 at Fort Erie Leisureplex. tively, over the past five ways exciting," said Patricia

Hosted by Fort Er i ears oaly 5P omilior \Wél?lht the owner of the Fort
Shoppe, Niagarads wRoHNds ohfgod weredlistrpy Erie club, located at Unit # 9 -

cial event prof essiVughtalpcg comnpupitiesall }284,Gagison Road. "We have
event saw more than 20 industry ex-  over the world through the a chance to help so many peo-
perts showcasing their niche products Curves ple at a time when the food
and services to those about to embark F o o d banks are lowest. Especially
on celebrating their nuptials. Drive. during these uncertain times,

Curves of this food is needed more than
Owners Joanne MacDonald and Fort Erieis ever. | t 6 s -wi sitwaitian for

Stephen Passero said the event was
well-attended as it is great opportunity
for those involved in planning a wed-
ding to meet local wedding planners
and service providers in one setting.

A

also giving everyone, and webor

back to the community by t o participate.”
waiving its normal service Others wishing to donate may
fee for any new member drop off non-perishable food
who brings in a bag of non- items at Curves Monday
perishable groceries and through Friday during business
joins between March 2nd hours through the month of
and March 21st. This pro- March. For more information,
motion will help the women please call Patricia Walsh at
of Fort Erie manage their 905-871-1977.

Photo courtesy of
Angie Humphrey Photography Studios
WEDDING INDUSTRY SHOWCASED
A successful day was held as the One Stop
Event Shoppe hosted its Bridal Show in mid-
February.
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