
It was an emotionally 
charged evening as  
more than 5,000 local 
residents packed the 
Leisureplex Arena and 
Banquet Hall to over-
flowing in an attempt to 
save the Douglas Me-
morial Hospital on 

Thursday, Oct. 2. 

The public meeting and 
rally was a response 
from the Local Health 
Integration Networks 
(LHIN) after a vocal 
public outcry from a 
community in peril of 
losing their hospital 
based on the Niagara 
Health Systemôs Hospi-

tal Improvement Plan.  

The LHIN appointed 
expert advisor Dr. Jack 
Kitts to review and 
make recommendations 
on the  Niagara Health 
System Hospital Im-
provement Plan. The 
first of several regional 
meetings was held in 
Fort Erie, where a ca-
pacity crowd applauded 
the speakers who repre-
sented community, 
medical and business 
voices of Greater Fort 

Erie.  

Master of Ceremonies 
Larry Williams called 
the meeting to order 
and offered introduc-
tions throughout the 

evening.  Opening and 
closing remarks were 
made by His Worship 
Mayor Douglas Martin, 
with additional appeals 
made from former may-
ors John Teal and 
Wayne Redekop.  
 
COMMUNITY SPEAKERS 
Speaking on behalf of 
the community were 
C o l i n  R o b e r t s o n 
(Seniors Representa-
tive), Ben McDermott 
(Youth), Darren Flagg 
(Service Clubs), Patricia 
Anzovino and Michael 
George (Community 
representatives).  
 
MEDICAL SPEAKERS 

Passionate speeches 
were also made on be-
half of the medical com-

munity as doctors 
Patricia Teal, Rob Colo-
rado, Michael Csanadi, 
Kim Scher, and nurse 
Nancy Bertran took their 
turns at the speakerôs 
podium to present their 
opinions and sugges-

tions to the table.   

BUSINESS SPEAKERS 

Speaking on behalf of 
local business was Ron 
Rienas (Peace Bridge 
Authority), Bill Daley 
(CNP), Phil Smith (Real 
Estate), Herb McGirr 
(FE Racetrack) and Bar-

rie Golding.  

Dr. Kittsô decision and 
recommendations to the 
LHIN is expected later 

this month.                               

More pictures on page 2.  

Save Our Hospital Rally Well Represented  

DONõT FORGET 

 

 

 

Voting day is on Tuesday, 

October 14 

Register now for the Oct. 

20th  Lunch & Learn. 

ñPress Releases & Media 

for Business Owners. 

BA5 to be held Oct. 23 

from 5-7 pm at Bank St. 

Bistro, 41 Jarvis St. 

Gala Auction tickets are 

only $15 for an evening of  

cocktails, hors dôoeuvres 

and fun! Buy yours today! 
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DOUGLAS MEMORIAL IS A HOSPITAL NOT A ñSITEò 

Residents of Greater Fort Erie voiced their concerns at the Save 
Our Hospital Rally held October 2 at the Fort Erie Leisurerplex.  
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This  monthôs  rally in support of 
Douglas Memorial Hospital is a 
testament to the determination 
of our local citizens and epito-
mizes what makes Greater Fort 
Erie such a fine place to live and 
conduct business. Now we can 
only hope that the strength of 
our numbers and collective com-
munity presence will make a 
difference as Dr. Kittsô makes his 
recommendations to the Niagara 
Health Systemôs Hospital Im-

provement Plan. 

As election day looms before us, 
itôs important to remember to 

take the time to exercise our 
right to vote. Well informed citi-
zens make well informed voters, 
so kudos to all who attended the 
All Candidatesô Night to size up 
the political hopefuls vying to 
represent us in Ottawa as our 

Member of Parliament. 

As the ñVoice of Businessò the 
Greater Fort Erie Chamber of 
Commerce is proud to serve and 
protect your business interests 
through advocacy and affiliations 
with other business-related part-
ners. Watch for updates in com-

ing issues of the Chamber News  

 

that will explore and explain the 
many activities, meetings, con-
ferences, and events the Cham-

ber represents on your behalf! 

A Message from the Chamber President  

Town Rallies for Douglas Memorial Hospital  
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Kimberly Walpole Zanko  

Community figures, 
politicians, doctors, 
media, and con-
cerned residents, 
were among the 
5,000 in attendance  
at the Save Our Hos-
pital Rally held Octo-
ber 2, 2008 at the 
Fort Erie Leisureplex. 


