Greater Fort Erie Chamber of Commerce

Chamber News

G R EATER

FORT ERIE
CHAMBER

Photos submitted by Amy Roebuck

Book Sale Raises $3,000

The Kinsmen Pool To-
gether Campaign and the
Fort Erie Public Li-

brary Teen Advisory Group
recently held a book sale
fundraiser at the Leisure-
It was a huge suc-
$3000

plex.

cess with over

raised to be shared be-
tween the two groups. It
has been decided that due
to the overwhelming re-

sponse from the commu-
nity towards this event, it
will take place on an an-
nual basis. The Kinsmen
Pool Fundraising Commit-
tee is looking to any
chamber members who
have any indoor storage/
warehouse space avail-
able and would be will-
ing to store the books
for the sale on an ongo-
ing basis. Approxi-
mately 200 square feet
~ is needed. Please con-
tact Stephen Passero,
chair of the Kinsmen
Pool Fundraising Com-
mittee if you are able to
assist, it is greatly appreci-
ated. He can be reached
at Pastries Rene, (905)
871-9868.
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The first of four open fo-
rums to discuss the im-
pending Bicentennial of
the War of 1812, held on
Wednesday, November 5
at the Crystal Ridge Com-
munity Centre garnered
great community input.
Hel d to gauge
level of excitement and
willingness to plan and
participate in events to
mark the anniversary of
200 years of peace be-
tween nations, the meeting
was deemed a success by
Shari Belme, War of 1812
Bicentennial Feasibility &
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' Public Forum Garners ldeas

niversary is any indication
of the positive economic
fallout of hosting such his-
-3 toric
events,
Fort Erie
business
can  ex-
lpedt i ctd s
the
~ rewards of
an anticipated boost from
tourism revenues stem-
ming from the War of 1812
Bicentennial celebra-
tions .Fort Erie needs your
involvement. Plan to at-
tend the forums or at the

Planning Coordinator. i We very least fill out a ques-

anticipate the next three
forums, to be held this
month in Fort Erie and
Stevensville to be as fruit-
ful as the first. The Bicen-
tennial is such an historic
milestone that it definitely
merits celebration. Gather-
ing community input and
ideas is the first step in the
pl anning pr g

said.
I ndeed, i f I
cess of Quebe

tionnaire that will assist the

Bicentennial (cont &) on

What 6s

Presi

dent s

Lunch & Learn
Membership Zone
Santa Claus Parade

Website Update

Economic Summit



A Message from the Chamber President

Wedr e
same roller co aster ride
and in this climate of
economic  uncertainty,
we can count on only
one thing 0 the ride
ahead is going to be
challenging.

Thankfully, w ith a re-
source -based economy,
many service industries,
and a strong banking
system in place, Canada
is well-positioned to face
the impending economic
downslide head-on. In
light of the recent minor-
ity Conservative federal
election win, Parliament
must work together to
introduce clear policies
which promote business
and ensures the nation
remains competitive.

Fort Erie itself is not ex-
empt from the ripple ef-
fect of slumping global
markets, wild fluctuations
in Canadian currency,
rising cost of commodi-
ties, and fallout from the
US federal elections.
Poised to experience
both extensive growth
and potentially significant
economic decline, our

obard thea Ibusiness base can ex-

pect a bumpy ride.

Good news came with
the Economic Develop-
ment and Tourism Cen-
treds and T
joint announcement of
the promise of a $200
million, 65,000-seat,
state-of-the-art auto rac-
ing track to be built be-
tween Gilmore Road
and Bowen Road. The
possible celebrations for
the War of 1812 Bicen-
tennial has the potential
to generate huge tour-
ism revenues for the
area if the community
gathers together and
offers its support, ideas,
and participation in the
planning stages (make
sure you attend one of
the public forums this
month)!

We are still following the
progress with regard to
Nordic Gaming Corp.,
owner of Fort Erie Race
track. With no promises
yet made from the pro-
vincial government to
move ahead with a pro-
posed $300 million com-
mercial and residential
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project adjacent to the
track.

It has not yet been de-
termined if the Local
Health Integration Net-
work will reconsider the
Niagara Health System
Hospital Improvement
Pl ands
close Douglas Memo-
rial Hospital. We will
continue to monitor any
development in this
regard very closely,
and report on any up-
dates received.

With predictions of pos-
sible turbulent times
ahead of us, we must
find innovative methods
to remain competitive,
adaptable, and strate-
gic. We will stay on a
steady course toward
success. As the Voice
of Business, the Cham-
ber will stay involved
with all levels of gov-

Public Forum

Committee during this
important planning proc-
ess. Questionnaires are
available at the Chamber
of Commerce office,
EDTC office, or various
businesses in town. In-
formation updates are
also maintained on the
War of 1812 group site
on facebook.com.

Youobr e
the next forums on
Wednesday, Nov. 12 at
the Holiday Inn, Tues-
day, Nov. 18 at Stevens-

invit sz 4

Kimberly Walpole Zanko

ernment to remain a

pr o (x&y Player in busiess

initiatives that affect our
community. In addition,
we will continue offer
excellent  networking
opportunities to enable
you to promote your
business, discuss rele-
vant issues with your
peers, and of course,
socialize. Together we
form one voi
portant that you stay
involved, stay informed,
and stay in touch!

Greater Fort Erie
Chamber of Commerce
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ville Hall and Tuesday,
Nov. 25 at Centennial
Library, all 6:300 8:30
pm. Expect education,

theatrics,

community
spirit, pride, and idea
sharing!

from page



Grand

Sal es were
Fashions & Accessories For
Her, 1062 Garrison Rd., Fort
Erie, as owner Wendy Wilkie
held an official grand opening
celebration in mid-October.

Refreshments, raffles, and
free gifts were all part of the
dayobdés festivit
filed the small shop to
browse a pleasing array of
casual and dressy fashions,
jewelry, belts, handbags, and
other accessories.

Boasting reasonable prices of
trendy and unique fashions,
Juanitads is
shop for all your wardrobe
and gift-giving needs.

Openi

bri sk

es

great
Mark Wilkie, Wendy Wilkie, and Mayor Doug Martin made it official on Saturday, Oct. 18, ¢
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Staples Business Depot Officially Opens Doors for Business

GREAT TURN OUT AT STAPLES GRAND OPENING

When the doors opened for
business on Saturday, Oct. 18,
a steady stream of customers o
close to 2,000 in totald poured
in to celebrate Staples Business
Depotds grand

Stapl esbd
from as far away as Kitchener
were on hand to help assist and
check out the influx of shoppers.
With 572 transactions logged
for the day, the staff was kept
busy at greeting, directing, and
cashing out customers.

Located at 310 Garrison Road,
the store boasts 16,000 square
feet of floor space. General

Photo by Karen Audet manager Carolyn Kerr  said

their current staff is comprised

The steady as local residents checked out the new Staple Business Depot w Of 23 full and part-time employ-
grand opening celebration on Saturday, October 18.

ees.
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